

















I AM FROM CLAY
Meagan McDaniel

I am from clay

clay that is red and slides through fingers
like worms

clay that worms into the crevices of boots

and Weighs them down

[ am from graves

from dirt thrown on graves

from pencil-rubbings of gravestones
from ashes to ashes

and dust to dust

I am from starlings on power lines
[ am from flightless
voiceless birds
I am from silhouettes like music notes

I am from birds

I am from hedgehog husks of chestnuts
from walking barefoot on green pinecones
from throwing sweet gum balls

from the helicopter spin of maple seeds

and their dry snap when I break them

I am from worms on Catalpa trees

I am from shoulders as tall as trees

I 'am from the knobs and ropey bark
of cedar trunks

and bent arms of crape myrtles
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I am from red red dust and pine needles
from frogs at night

and lightning bugs
[ am from June bugs on strings

from the thin pink spines of bottle rockets

[ am from dead dogs and armadillos

[ am from cattails by the side of the road

I am from crows and turkey vultures
scratching at the dirt

[ am from clay

Meagan McDaniel is a recent graduate of the University of South Alabama
current]y residing in Leeds, Alabama. She is a winner ofthe Steve and Angelia
Stokes and Shelley Memorial Undergraduate poetry scholarships and a regional
coordinator in the Poetry Out Loud recitation competition for high school students.

Her poetry has been published in the Oracle Fine Arts Review.

RAINGAZING
Peter Gray

hazel eyes sip dew,

then bloom like drunk hummingbirds

on tomorrow’s cusp.
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The non-profit Birmingham Arts Journal is sustained by
its editors, donors and readers, with additional support from

Hackney Literary Awards Committee
www.bsc.edu/events/hackney/index.htm

Latham’s Hair Clinic
brighaminc.com

The Museum of Fond Memories at Reed Books Antiques
jimreedbooks.com

In-kind support comes from
Baker Donelson Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC
bakerdonelson.com

Maralyn Wilson Gallery
http://208.75.85.114

Downtown Birmingham Public Library
bplonline.org

Alabama School of Fine Arts
www.asfa.k12.al.us

SUPPORT BIRMINGHAM ARTS JOURNAL, Inc.
with a donation of $20 or more.
In return you will receive the next four issues as a special gift.

Name

Mailing address:

Email address:

Donation amount §

Many thanks from the editors of Birmingham Arts Journal!
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